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By mid-February 2025, Altrincham lay sixth in the National League but a disastrous sequence of just 12 points gained out of  45 available  from the last fifteen fixtures resulted in a ninth-place finish.
This poor form continued into the start of 2025-26 season with just thirteen points gleaned from the opening fifteen fixtures, which left Altrincham 19th and cost manager Phil Parkinson his job.
The appointment of Neil Gibson saw an improvement of more than fifty per cent in the points per game earned with a thirteenth-placed finish being secured.
Over the next few days, the Alty Files will look at season 2025-26 from a statistical point of view. 
We start with Seasonal Outcome Comparisons, Goals For and Against, Clean Sheets, and League Sequences.
SEASONAL OUTCOME COMPARISONS
Altrincham earned thirteen points fewer in 2024-25 than in 23-24 and finished five places lower. 
· 2025-26: National League P46 W17 D6   L23 F55 A65 PTS 57 POSN 13th		
· 2024-25: National League P46 W17 D13 L 16 F68 A62 PTS 64 POSN 9th 
· 2023-24: National League P46 W22 D11 L 13 F84 A59 PTS 77 POSN 4th 
· 2022-23: National League P46 W16 D14 L18 F68 A82 PTS56 POSN 17th
· 2021-22: National League P44 W15 D10 L19 F62 A69 PTS55 POSN 14th
· 2020-21: National League P42 W12 D11 L19 F46 A60 PTS47 POSN 17th 
HOME AND AWAY
It was a season of stark difference between home and away form. Only five teams in the National League won more home games than Altrincham in 2025-26 but the only teams to win fewer away games were three of the relegated clubs.
2025-26:   Home P23 W13 D1 L9 F33 A28 40 points	Away P23 W4 D5 L14 F22 A37 17 points
2024-25:  Home P23 W9 D8 L6 F34 A21 35 points 	Away P23W8 D5 L10 F34 A41 29 points
2023-24:  Home P23 W14 D4 L5 F54 A26 46 points	Away P23 W8 D7 L8 F30 A33 31 points
GOALS
In 2025-26 just 55 league goals were scored in 46 matches (1.19 PPG) a further large decline from the 68 a season earlier, and the 84 netted two seasons earlier
In 2024-25 68 league goals were netted in 46 matches (1.48PPG), a 19% drop of 16 goals from 23-24, back to the same level of scoring achieved in 2022-23.
In 2023-24 84 league goals were netted in 46 matches (1.83  per game )
SCORERS
The top scorers in all competitions in 2025-26 were:
· 16 Jimmy Knowles (11 in league) in 38(+11) appearances in all competitions
· 10 Olly Crankshaw (9 in league) in 20(+12) appearances in all competitions
The next  highest league scorer was Lucas Weaver with 5 goals.
The top scorers in all competitions in 2024-25 were:
· 25 Regan Linney (23 in league) in 42(+6) appearances in all competitions
· 15 Alex Newby (all in league) in 49(+4) appearances in all competitions
Nobody else scored more than 4 league goals (Amaluzor, Crawford and Nuttall)
The top scorers in all competitions in 2023-24 were:
· 23 Chris Conn-Clarke (all in league) in 46(+4) appearances in all competitions
· 15 Regan Linney (14 in league) in 24 (+11) appearances in all competitions
· 13 Alex Newby (all in league) in 37(+1) appearances in all competitions
The top scorers in all competitions in 2022-23 were:
· 10 Chris CONN-CLARKE (9 in league, 1 in cups) in 31 (+1) appearances in all competitions
· 10 Jordan HULME (5 in league, 5 in cups) in 31 (+10) appearances in all competitions
· 8 Regan LINNEY (6 in league, 2 in cups) in 15 (+5) appearances in all competitions
Conn-Clarke's nine league  was the lowest top scorer's haul since the disastrous 2016-17  
GOAL AGGREGATES (LEAGUE)
2025-26 witnessed the lowest aggregate of goals scored ever recorded by Altrincham in a 46-match season. But it was the worst sason  for thre seasons in terms of goals conceded
· 2025-26 Played 46 For 55 (1.19 per game)  Against 65 (1.41 per game)  Total 101 (2.19 per game)
· 2024-25 Played 46 For 68 (1.48 per game) Against 62 (1.35 per game) Total 130 (2.83 per game) GD +6
· 2023-24 Played 46 For 84 (1.83 per game) Against 59 (1.28 per game) Total 143 (3.11 per game)
· 2022-23 Played 46 For 68 (1.48 per game) Against 82 (1.78) Total 150 (3.26) GD-14
GOAL TIMES (LEAGUE exc play-offs)
Five added time goals were scored in 2025-26, all but one being at the end of the second half; just 2  were scored in added time in 24/25 but in 23/24 a remarkable  11 added time goals at the end of either half of football were scored.
· 2025-26: First half: 29
· 2025-26: Second half: 26
· 2024-25:  First half : 35
· 2024-25: Second half: 33
· 2023-24: First half: 43
· 2023-24: Second half:  41
· 2022-23  First half: 29  
· 2022-23: Second half: 39   
CLEAN SHEETS
In 2025-26 there was just one goalless draw in the league, in the first match under Neil Gibson at Braintree Town
In 2024-25 there were two goalless draws in the league; away at Yeovil and at home to FC Halifax Town. 
In 2023-24 there were 3 goalless draws, all away, at Wealdstone, Dorking and FC Halifax Town.
Altrincham clean-sheets in 2024-25 numbered 12, 10 of which came in the first 25 fixtures.
In 2023-24 there were 13 clean sheets recorded.
Only four  were recorded in 46 matches in 2022-23 compared with ten from two fewer games in 2021-22. 
LEAGUE SEQUENCES
2025-26
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Above we see the league results for 2025-26, which are colour-coded, with red for a defeat, amber for a draw and green for a win.
Despite winning the opening game, the 25/26 saw just three wins in the first 16 games, a run which cost Phil Parkinson his job after game 15. Neil Gibson’s first six games included four wins and a draw before his next six league fixtures produced five consecutive defeats and a  single draw.
However, stability was recovered with just seven defeats in the final twenty games of the campaign, and the season ending in three consecutive victories. 
The longest sequences in 2025-26 were...
· Wins: Three in succession on three occasions (games 17-19 and 44-46). Such a run was not achieved at all in the previous campaign
· Unbeaten: Four, i.e. the first four matches under Neil Gibson (games 16-20)  which comprised three wins and a draw
· Draws: no two successive matches were draw. In fact just six draws were achieved, the lowest total in a season since 1984-85 when only 42 matches were played. Alty were in the Cheshire County League when a lower total was recorded, five draws in 1966-67 which was also only a 42-match campaign.
· Losses: Five successive defeats were recorded on two occasions (games 9-13 and 22-26).   
2024-25
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The 24/25 season started indifferently with 5 wins in the first 12 games,  followed by an excellent middle spell which included an unbeaten run of eight matches, and then a very poor final 15 games which included just three wins and nine defeats.
The longest sequences in 2024-25 were...
· Wins: Two in succession on three occasions
· Unbeaten: Eight (games 24 to 31)
· Draws: Two, on three occasions
· Losses: Five (games 34-38).  Curiously this almost replicated the timing of the previous season ‘s run of five successive defeats (see below) which arrived in games 31-35
2023-24
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Above we see the league results in 2023-24  which clearly show how an excellent first half of the season was followed by a less successful second half with a markedly poor run of five successive defeats from game 31 to game 35.
With only two defeats in the first eighteen fixtures, Alty made a great start. 
The last 16 games saw just one draw and started with five successive defeats.
The longest sequences in 2024-25 were...
· Wins: Five (games 11-15)
· Unbeaten: Ten (games 9 to 17)
· Draws: Two, (games 3-4)
· Losses: Five (games 31-35)

2022-23
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Above we see the league results in 2022-23 
A recurrent feature of Altrincham's  most recent seasons back in the National Level has been erratic sequences of results, with runs of good outcomes interspersed with extended spells of poor returns.
2022-23 was particularly odd as it started with nine winless games and ended with seven more winless fixtures.
Yet in the intervening 26 fixtures of the season, the points per game would have given Alty 74 points over the whole season and a play-off place (fifth).
But even in that mid-table sequence of good results there was a sequence of eight unbeaten games bracketed by three straight defeats beforehand and four successive losses afterwards!
The longest sequences in 2022-23 were...
· Wins: Three in games 31-33
· Unbeaten: Eight (games 19 to 26)
· Draws: Three (games 44 to 46)
· Losses: Four (games 27-30).  
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